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Congratulations to the teachers, staff, students, and families of Richmond Grade School!  I recently 
received a letter from Christopher Koch, the State Superintendent of Education, informing us that 
Richmond Grade School earned an Academic Excellence Award.  The criteria for earning this award 
are:  90% of students meet or exceed state standards in both reading and math for at least three 
ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ όŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L{!¢ΩǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ нллу ŀƴŘ 
2009.  
 
A grandparent of one of our students forwarded a fax to me recently.  It is about a new cell phone 
law.  I appreciate her thinking of sending this to me and reminding me to share this with you.  A new 
ƭŀǿ ǘƻƻƪ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȊƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
many of us are guilty of using our cell phones when coming in and going out of the school parking 
ƭƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǊ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ōŜ 
ǎŀŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ Řƛǎπ
tracted. 
 
Up until mid-February, our Early Childhood class has only offered a morning session.  As the year has 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 
the class.  An afternoon session recently opened. 
 
As we begin thinking of spring, it will soon be the time of year when our teachers will be working on 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  hǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘǳπ
dents and which teacher will be a good match for them.  Please be aware that specific requests are 
not accepted.  Letters should be submitted if an extenuating circumstance exists, as outlined in the 
tŀǊŜƴǘκtǳǇƛƭ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мпΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά!ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 9ƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎκ
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ aŀȅ мst.  We appreciate your respecting our process. 
 
The character trait being practiced for the month of March is fitness and skill.  We will remind stu-
dents that being healthy helps them learn and to be healthy they must eat well and exercise.  We 
will also stress learning new skills. 
 
The study tip for the month of March is teaching respect.  Children who understand the importance 
of having respect for themselves, others, and authority are more likely to be successful in school.  
Some ways to foster respect are: 

¶ Treat your child with respect.  It is said that children behave as well as they are treated. 

¶ Teach your child to respect rules by following them yourself. 

¶ aƻŘŜƭ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άǇƭŜŀǎŜέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέΦ 

¶ Explain the reasons behind rules to your child. 
 

Encourage your child to be honest by admitting your own mistakes. 
 

ILLINOIS STANDARDS ACHIEVEMENT TEST (ISAT) 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ L{!¢Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ м-5.  Students 
in grades 3 and 5 will be tested on reading, writing, and mathematics.  Students in grade 4 will be 
tested on reading, mathematics, and science. 

                                   March 2010  
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Solving Conflicts by Using Our Words  
 

One of the most difficult aspects in solving conflicts is expressing and controlling the feelings that the conflict 
generates. It often takes a while to work through a resolution when there is so much emotion involved. It is also 
important that relationships are not destroyed or hampered due to comments that are made during a conflict. 
Damaging words can be apologized for, but they are rarely forgotten by the receiver. Feelings are internal states, 
such as sadness, hurt, resentment, happiness, or jealousy. The behaviors such as tears, facial expressions, shout-
ing, sweating, becoming red-faced, or word usage also can communicate those feelings to others. 
 
In a book written by Johnson and Johnson called Teaching Students to Be Peacemakers, they discuss comments 
that communicate feelings that can be restated to state the feelings in a more constructive manner. These are 
some examples: 

 
[ŀōŜƭǎΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊǳŘŜΣ ƘƻǎǘƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘ ƳŜ L ƎŜǘ ŀƴƎǊȅΦέ 

 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΥ ά{Ƙǳǘ ¦ǇΗέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ άLΩƳ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΦέ 

 
vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΚέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΦέ 

 
!ŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ά¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΗέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘΦέ 

 
{ŀǊŎŀǎƳΥ άLΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ {h ŜŀǊƭȅΦέ ±ŜǊǎǳǎ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǘŜΤ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘŜǎ ƳŜΦέ 

 
!ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΦέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ άL ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 
5ƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜΦέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ άL Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 
bŀƳŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎǊŜŜǇΗέ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ 
 
 

Reactions like these do not come easily many times and need to be practiced. Often, a child can simply be asked, 
άLǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ƻǊΣ άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǳǇǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘǳǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΚέ  hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άL- mes-
ǎŀƎŜǎέ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦ 
 

 

Keeping you connected,  
Mr. James Block Jr.-Associate Principal 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 First Grade 
 

 

We continued to learn about 
weather, seasons and the 
water cycle.    The children 
are looking forward to watch-
ing winter turn into spring!   
 
In math we have been talking 
about spatial sense and pat-
terns.  We are working very 
hard to be able to answer 
addition and subtraction 
facts faster and faster. 

Third Grade 
 

Identifying maples, drilling 
holes in trees, and hiking 
around the forest gazing at 
nature are just a few of the 
activities that third graders 
took part in at Coral Woods 
in Marengo.  The students 
learned about the festival 
of the Sugar Maples and 
celebrated by tasting  maple syrup in its purest 
form! 
 
During the first week in March, the students par-
ticipated in ISAT testing.  They have worked very 
hard to prepare themselves and are happy to be 
finished! 

Early Childhood  
 
 

 

In March, the ECE classroom will be working on the themes 
ƻŦ ά5ƻǿƴ hƴ ¢ƘŜ CŀǊƳέ ŀƴŘ ά{ǇǊƛƴƎΦέ  We will be talking all 
about different farm animals and their babies.  We will also 
be talking about the different jobs to do on the farm. 

 
.ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎΗΗΗΗ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ 
and learn all about Spring weather.  We may need to 
have our umbrellas ready.  

 Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students are doing a marvelous job 
applying letter sound knowledge to reading and 
wring activities.  It is exciting to listen to the chil-
dren read and use all their reading strategies 
during our guided reading lessons.  They love the 
learning centers, but their favorite by far is their 
chance to read with their teacher.  It is a true joy 
to hear the children read! 
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ  
Every year we create leprechaun traps to try and 
ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀ ƭǳŎƪȅ ƭŜǇǊŜŎƘŀǳƴΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ 
lucky this year!  The children really look forward 
to this special, memorable day.  We guarantee 
they will be bringing home stories to share with 
you about this day. 
 
²ŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
of March.  Report cards will be going home on 
Friday, March 26.  Remember to sign and return 
the envelope.  You keep the report card for your 
records. 

Second Grade 
 

March is marvelous!  Our science rotation will 
begin again and your child will be introduced 
to a new theme of matter, animals and habi-
tats, weather and space, or our Earth.  
 
Parents, empty those pockets full of change!  
Kids, look between the couch cushions!  This 
month in math we will be exploring money.  
Your child will learn the value of each coin and 
how to count change. 
 
Our new reading theme this month will be 
Family Time.  We will meet several families 
through fiction and non-fiction stories like 
Brothers and Sisters, Jalapeno Bagels, and 
Thunder Cake. 

 
Flat Stanley will once again resurface to 
join our second grade families on their 
Spring Break adventures.  We will read 
the story of flat Stanley and prepare him 
to spend a week with your family over 
Spring Break.  We promise that he is 

neat, well behaved and a light packer.   We 
are sure you will enjoy him as your guest over 
break, and we will enjoy reading about his ad-
ventures upon his return. 

http://www.lauraloo.com/wp-content/gallery/dog/dogs-under-umbrella-white.png


 

 

Fourth Grade 
 

 

CƻǳǊǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎέΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
for March and the ISAT tests that will be given the first 
week of March.  Please help your child do their best by 
getting plenty of rest the night before and eating a good 
breakfast.  It is also important that your child be here each 
day unless they are sick. All of their hard work and practice 
will pay off! 
 
We have spent time this past quarter working on perfect-
ing writing skills.  Some interesting stories about scars and 
other personal accidents were created.  Another reading 
and writing project has been reading a fantasy book and 
then creating a book report/poster for that book.  We 
have moved from the Southeast region of the United 
States to our own Midwest.  Keep working on memorizing 
those states and capitals!   

Enrichment 
 

THIRD GRADE:   
As we are coming to a close of February the students are 

getting deeper and deeper into creative thinking skills. I am 

working on skills to help the students think past what they 
would normally write. We have been writing about unique 

facts about their favorite animals. They have been using their 
minds eye to help work puzzles in their head. Each week you 

should be seeing a new activity that we  have started in 

class. They do not need to come back to school.  
  

FOURTH GRADE:  
We will just be starting to build the first chute in the design 

process in skateboard science. The students are so excited to 

be working on something that many of the have first hand 
knowledge. I am asking that the students not bring in their 

Tech Decks. We will be using mine to test for energy, fric-
tion, and Newton's Laws. The students should have brought 

in one shoe box per group and each an empty paper towel 
roll. If you also have toilet paper rolls or oatmeal cans we 

would greatly appreciate having them come to school.  
  

FIFTH GRADE :   
The groups are made and we are set to start building the 
bridges. Ask your student what type of bridge their group is 

creating. I have been so impressed with how they students 

have been handling themselves in their groups. The students 
are really communicating with each other and using compro-

mise. 
  

FPS Parents : Those of you who were able to make it to our 

regional competition, thank you. Having you all there to sup-
port your child was amazing. Thank you for putting the li-

brary back together. It was such a great success. I can't wait 

to hear how the studentôs packets scored. 
  

Nicole Pizzo 

Enrichment Teacher 

Richmond and Spring Grove Elementary 
  

Complexity creates confusion, Simplicity focus 

                                                           Edward de Bono 

Fifth Grade 
Fifth graders have been quite busy this 
third quarter!  They successful com-
pleted their Biography research reports 
and have begun research for their Sci-
ence Career reports.  Though most of 
the work will be done at school, the kids 
are encouraged to visit the Nippersink 
Public Library to enhance their research. 

We have moved on to the 
Revolutionary War in social 
Studies and the kids are full 
of questions!   In Math the 
fifth grade completed work 
with fractions and will move 
on to Geometry.  Finally, in 
Reading the students will begin work 
again on Literature Circles and will work 
closely with their teacher to study a 
novel. 

The first week in March the students will 
be taking their ISAT tests.  Please en-
courage your child to eat a healthy 
breakfast, get enough sleep, and pack a 
healthy snack.  Testing begins right away 
in the morning, so promptness to school 
is also encouraged.  We know they will 
do great! 

 St. Patrick's Day is here, you see. 

We'll pick some shamrocks,  

one, two, three. 

We'll count the leaves and look them over, 

And maybe find a four-leafed clover. 

I'll sew green buttons on my vest, 

Green for St. Patrick is the best. 

I'll wear a green hat, very high, 

And dance a jig--at least I'll try!  



 

 

Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Stanich (ext. 446) 
kstanich@nsd2.com 

BAND 
Our next concert is quickly approaching! The 5th grade band will be performing during a special assembly for the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders 
during school on Tuesday, March 23 at 2:30.  We will perform two or three pieces as a full band and then the band members will perform 
in small groups so that the audience members can hear examples of how the individual instruments sound. This concert will provide a 
much-needed performance opportunity for the band members and it will also be a great way to inspire and recruit the 4 th graders for 
band for next year. Concert dress is usually black and white nice clothes. However, because this concert is during the school day and at 
the end of the day, I understand the need to be functional.  The students will be wearing the clothes all day and need to be comfortable. 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŜŀǊ ƴƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΣ ƛǘ may not be 
possible for many parents, but you are definitely welcome to attend this concert. 
 

The final band concert of the year will be on Thursday, May 20, 2010, 7:00 pm at Nippersink Middle School.  This spring concert will be 
much different than the other two concerts this year.  Both 5th grade bands from Spring Grove School and Richmond Grade School will 
perform together as one, as well as the 6th NMS band and Jazz Lab Band!  Please mark your calendars now with this date. I know the 5th 
graders are busy in the Spring with baseball, dance, etc. However, with careful planning, there should be minimal conflicts. 
 

The RGS band will perform a variety of full-length pieces and the 10th annual Family band will also perform, so dust off those old instru-
ment cases and get ready!  Family band is the combination of parents, sisters, brothers, grandparents, etc of the band members.  We all 
get together and perform the last piece of the concert together.  Look for more information in the April edition of the Beginning Band 
News. 
 

The band students have so much to look forward to!  The last two concerts and summer lessons and Band Camp!  I hope you are all as 
excited as I am! Remember to mark your calendars for Tuesday, March 23 and Thursday, May 20! 
 

Mrs. Storer 

815-678-4717, ext. 452 RGS 

Kindergarten 
The kindergarteners did an amazing job 
performing their AlphaBOP program!  
They memorized ten songs and two dif-
ferent dances!  I am so proud of each and 
every one of them! 
 
1st Grade 
The first grade program is finally here!  
Thursday, March 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
RGS gym the first grade perform their 
Barn Yard Moosical.  More information 
will be sent home with your students 
about costumes.  See you soon! 
 
2nd Grade 
Second grade is starting an orchestra 
unit!  We will be learning about every 
family in the orchestra and the individual 
instruments that are in each family.  They 
will even get to see and play some of the 
instruments!  Lots of fun! 

3rd Grade 
Third grade has just started to learn 
about treble clef notes.  We will be work-
ing on identifying and writing the notes.  
We will also be learning about other mu-
sical terms, such as dynamics! 
 
4th Grade 
Fourth grade recently got their individual 
parts for their program coming up in 
April.  They are working hard on singing, 
dancing and playing different instru-
ments.  Their program will be an exciting 
trip around the world, along with a won-
derful recorder performance.  We will 
continue to work on our recorders as 
well, to get recorder karate belts! 
 
5th Grade 
Fifth grade is still working hard on treble 
clef notes and note values.  We have also 
started writing our own music in prepara-
tion for keyboards in the spring!  Keep up 
the hard work fifth grade! 



 

 

 
 
March is National Nutrition Month so fuel up with healthy foods!! 
 
On February 9, 2010, President Barack Obama signed an established Presidential Memorandum for the creation of a 
task force to tackle the problem of childhood obesity in the USA.  This group will collaborate with multiple agencies to 
fight  ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ [ŀŘȅΩǎ ά[ŜǘΩǎ aƻǾŜέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ ό²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ōƭƻƎύ 
ά[ŜǘΩǎ aƻǾŜ ά ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƪƛŘǎ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
make healthy, affordable food available throughout the country.  One aspect of the program will be to get more stu-
dents earning Presidential Active Lifestyle Awards, which allows people of all ages to receive presidential recognition.  It 
motivates participants to be physically active on a regular basis by allowing them to participate in activities they enjoy! 
(www.presidentschallenge.org) .  !ƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ aǊǎΦ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ http://www.letsmove.gov. 
 
Thank you for being so timely with your roller skating forms.  Remember that skating does not start until April 6. 
 
We have just wrapped up a unit on floor hockey for the 3 -5 graders, while the younger students have played pillo polo 
and cupstacking.  We will do some fitness stations soon and some volleyball, and tumbling before the spring break. 
 
5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Χ 
ΧǘƘŀǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΚ  tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƭǳƴƎΩǎ ƻȄȅπ
gen capacity.  Our lungs provide oxygen to our brains.  Our brains need oxygen to think and learn.  Therefore, more 
physical activity = more oxygen to the brain.  An optimal level of oxygen in the brain>>>>maximum opportunities to 
think and learn! 
 

Mrs. Sembach 
Physical Education Teacher 
ksembach@nsd2.com 
815-678-4717 (430) 

 

 

Tuesday, May 4th  (5:00 -8:00 pm)  

Thursday, May 6th  (5:00 -8:00 pm)  

Monday, May 10th  (5:00 -8:00 pm)  

http://www.presidentschallenge.org
http://www.letsmove.gov


 

 

 

 

TARGET GRANT 

Friday, February 19th, Monarch Readers came to the classrooms to read the twenty Monarch nominees to stu-
dents in grades kindergarten through third for the culminating activity before voting for the best Monarch book 
for 2010. Thank you to all the parents, senior citizens, and community members who shared these books with 
the students. 
 

This early literacy grant from Target funded the purchase of these classroom sets of Monarch books purchased 
to motivate students to read and to vote at the end of February.  The 2010 Monarch winner for the best book for 
kindergarten through third graders will be announced by mid-March.  Last year, the Monarch winner was Once 
Upon A Cool Motorcycle DudeΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άCƭȅ IƛƎƘ ²ƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ aƻƴŀǊŎƘǎέ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 
 
 

BOOKS DONATED 

Recently, many books have been donated to the RGS library. Karen Manuel, Katie Irslinger and Chrissy Bauer do-
nated hundreds of books from Follett. 
 

Thank you for all your donations. 
 

 

FEBRUARY/MARCH LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 

 The Monarch Book Club for third graders (another aspect of the Target grant) is ending after a  month of 
 students hearing a Monarch nominee and doing a small activity about the book during recess. 
 
 The Lightning Thief book club for fifth graders during lunch time is ending March 1st. 
 
 The Cub Scouts will be helping in the library during the month of March during noon recess. 
 
Thank you for all the fun we have had with these additional activities in the library. 
 

RIF FREE BOOK DISTRIBUTIONS 

A special thank you is given to all the parents and senior citizens who helped this year with RIF or Reading Is Fun-
damental.  Three free book giveaways were held this school year.  Also, thank you, PTO for funding RIF.  Approxi-
mately 1,800 books were given away to ECE students and kindergarten through fifth graders. Featured books on 
the last distribution were Holes, The Lightning Thief, Zoobooks, and Zootles.  Try the RIF website at www.rif.org 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻǳŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

 

YOUNG AUTHOR JUDGING 

Students are busy finishing up their last illustrations and revisions of their Young Author books for this year.  
Judges will be reading and judging these entries Friday, March 19th in the RGS library.  Grade level representa-
tives and other special awards will be given to these stories.  One book will be selected to represent Richmond 
Grade School at Illinois State University, May 15, 2010. For more information, contact Mrs. Larson and Mrs. 
Thorson. 
 

 

http://www.rif.org/


 

 

 
 

Just a reminder that if you received  notice from the Health Department 
concerning a vision exam for your child  to please return the paperwork as 
soon as possible.   Also if you have other forms already completed for the 
next school year (dental, health exam, vision) you may turn those in at this 
time. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
 
  

Mrs. Michelle Hendee 
School Nurse, RN, BS 
mhendee@nsd2.com 
815-678-4717 

       



 

 As current president of the NMS PTO, I would like to ask all of you to read this ar-
ticle and consider how you can play a valuable role for Nippersink Middle School.   
 
For the past year, our PTO meetings have not been attended by anyone but the 
members of the board and administrative staff.  This is an unfortunate situation 
that leads to a less than effective organization.   
 
It is imperative for the school year 2010-2011 that we have people willing to step 
up and get involved.  The current board has been in place for three years.  We 
need new people willing to lead and bring new ideas to the table.  We are in need 
of a Vice-President, Secretary and Booster Coordinator . 
 
The PTO conducts one fundraiser a year.  Any funds raised from this event have 
been used to directly benefit the students and teachers.  We have been able to 
support classroom technology needs, help with field trip expenses and contribute 
to our Music Boosters program.  Over the past several years, our booster club 
has sponsored a dodge ball tournament and been able to purchase new uniforms 
for several sports teams.   
 
We play a small but valuable role to support NMS teachers and students.  At this 
time, the only other events we sponsor are the annual variety show and the 8

th
 

grade dinner dance.  Three times a year we also provide a lunch or dinner for our 
dedicated staff at Nippersink Middle School. 
 
Our meetings are held once a month in the NMS library beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
They are informal gatherings with an open exchange of ideas. 
 
The scheduled PTO meeting dates for the rest of the school year are: 
 
  March 15

th
 

April 19
th   

 
May 10

th
 

 
Please attend one of these meetings whether you currently have children at NMS 
or will during the next school year.   
 
Find out how you can help the NMS PTO!  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rachel Emken at  
815-675-9388. 
 
Thank you for your support of Nippersink District 2. 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 
 

MENU SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE 

 
Student $2.25 

 
Milk  .35 

1 
 

Chicken Nuggets 
Brown Rice 

Green Beans 
Pears 
Milk 

2 
 

Hot Dog w/ Bun 
Cheese Stick 
Curley Fries 

Peaches 
Milk 

3 
 

Nachos 
Corn 

Apple Slices 
Churro 

Milk 

4 
 

Pasta w/ Meat 
Sauce 
Salad 

Texas Toast 
Mixed Fruit 

Milk 

5 
 

Pizza Sticks 
Carrot 

Sticks/Dip 
Grapes 

Oatmeal Bar 
Milk 

6 

 
Chef Salad Offered 
Daily to 3rd, 4th & 

 5th Graders 
Includes Milk and 

Fruitτ$2.25 

8 
 

Chicken Tortilla 
Wrap 

Applesauce 
Carrot Coins 

Rice Krispie Treat 
Milk  

9 
 

Grilled Cheese 
Cup of Soup 

Fritos 
Pickle 

Peaches 
Milk 

10 
Nachos 
Carrot 

Sticks/Dip 
Frozen Juicee 

Blueberry 
Muffin Slice 

Milk 

11 
 

French Toast 
Cheese Stick 
Sausage Link 

Apple 
Orange Juice  

Milk 

12 
 

Cheese Pizza 
Boat 
Salad 

Orange Quarters 
Fruit Snack 

Milk 

13 

14 15 
 

Chicken Patty 
Rice blend 

Corn 
Pineapple 

Milk 

 

16 
 

Hamburger 
aŀŎ Ψƴ /ƘŜŜǎŜ 

Pickle 
Green Beans 
Frozen Juicee 

Milk 

17 
 

Soft Taco 
Salad 

Sugar Cookie 
Juice Cup 

Milk 

18 
 

Turkey & Gravy 
Mashed Potatos 

Biscuit 
Veggies 
Pears 
Milk 

19 
 

NO 
LUNCH 

 

Early 
 Dismissal 

20 

21 22 
 

Chicken Nuggets 
Sun Chips 

Green Beans 
Peaches 

Milk 

23 
 

Corn Dog 
Tator Tots 
Oranges 

Cake 
Milk 

24 
Nachos 
Carrot 

Sticks/Dip 
Pineapple 

Churro 
Milk 

25 
Pancakes 

Cheese Omelet 
Hash Brown 
Fresh Fruit 
Grape Juice 

Milk 

26 
Stuffed Crust 
Cheese Pizza 

Salad 
Pears 

Cookie 
Milk 

27 

28 29 30 31 April 1 April 2  

ϝϝϝϝϝtƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘϝϝϝϝϝ 



 

 

3/1-3/5  ISAT Testing 
3/2   Sombrero Club (art room, afterschool) 
3/5   PTO Fun Fair 
3/8-3/12  ISAT Make-ups 
3/9   PTO Meeting, 4:00 
3/16   1st Grade Music Program, 7:00 
3/17   мǎǘ DǊŀŘŜ CƛŜƭŘǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ά{ƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ .Ŝŀǳǘȅέ 
3/17   t¢h aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ 
3/17   {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
3/18   End of 3rd Quarter 
3/19   Early Dismissal, 11:45  AM KINDERGARTEN ATTENDS 
3/20   Market Day 
3/23   RGS In-House Band Concert, 2:30 
3/23   NSD2 Board meeting, 7:00 
3/25   Mad Science 
3/26   Report Cards go home! 
3/29-4/5  Spring Break 
4/6   School Resumes! 

LOST AND FOUND 
 

Please check the lost and found table outside the nurse­s 
office for any missing articles of clothing (hats, gloves, 

coats, boots, shoes, etc.). 
 

There are many items that are missing their owners! 

 

 
 

 

 


